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Abstract: This paper focuses on the elections in Indonesia after the fall of Soeharto. This studyinvestigates the relationship 
between elections and democratic development in Indonesia after 1998. Method of this paper is qualitative especially based 
on the library research. The result describes that since 1999, Indonesian citizens have elected the district parliament and also 
Indonesia had a different system to select the President. In 2004, President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono was successful in 
winning the first direct presidential election. PDI-P become the largest faction. Megawati is a leader of PDI-P won and 
become Indonesian President for three years. In 2009, Yudhoyono beat Megawati in the presidential election to secure his 
second term. Partai Demokrat secured 60 percent of the votes in the legislative elections. Then, in the presidential election 
2014, Indonesian citizens chose Joko Widodo ad Jusuf Kalla. Joko Widodo as the president candidate of PDI-P secured 19+ 
percent of the votes. For the conclusion shows that democracy in Indonesia has taken another step forward with the direct 
election to the Indonesian presidency and the People’s Representative body. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 
 
Indonesia in Asia-Pacific is one of the important 
emerging powers and also after India and the United 
States, Indonesia is the world’s third-largest 
democracy (Clinton, 2011:56-63). The country is a 
member of the G-20 and has majority-Muslim that 
the largest in the world (Hefner,R.W.,2000).Indonesia 
is a country with one-third of ASEAN’s GDP and has 
40 percent of ASEAN’s population (Truman, EM. 
2010). Indonesia got successful with the legislative 
elections held on 9 April 2014 and presidential 
election held on July 9, 2014.  Elections in Indonesia 
have an aim to strengthen democratic principles in the 
country. Therefore, in the democratic process of 
Indonesia, elections are important events.More than 
200 political parties emerged after the fall of Suharto 
in May 1998. There were 48 political parties to join 
in the June 1999 elections. The 1999 elections are the 
first free elections since 1955. The enthusiasm of the 
Indonesian population was very high in participating 
in the 1999 elections. 
Table 1: Election Results for the Nationa Parliament l 
(1955) 

 
Souce: Ruland, 2001 

Table 1 shows the political parties participated in the 
1955 elections. Feith in his book said that the parties 
that joined in 1955 elections did not have any strong 
criteria for membership and they cannot build on a 
steady flow of revenues (Feith, 1962: 122ff). The 
leaders of these parties that joined in 1955 were 
deeply skeptical about modern liberal democracy. 
 

Table 2. Results of Parliamentary Elections 
1971-1997 (%) 

 
Source: Ruland, 2001 

 
Table 2 shows the political control started under the 
elites of the New Order regime Suharto to centralize 
the administration and to streamline the political 
system into three parties namely Golkar, PPP and 
PDI. There were three parties but Golkar maintained 
majority and the PPP and the PDI were opposition 
parties.Power and sheer political were used by the 
Soeharto government to pressure the remaining 
political parties for the position of governor, district 
head (bupati) and mayor. 
 
In May 1998, the power transferred from Suharto to 
Habibie. President Habibie legalized the setting-up 
the composition of parliaments, elections and 
political parties. As a result of the election in 1999, 
there was the new party system. According to Ufen in 
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his paper that “the dynamics of party politics is still 
marked by aliran (streams), i.e. some of the biggest 
political parties still have a mass base and are 
embedded in specific milieus. But politik aliran has 
lost a lot of significance and re-emerged in quite a 
different form after 1998” (Ufen, 2006:5). After 
1998, political parties turned out to be characterized 
by all kinds of the salience.This paper focuses on the 
opening up of Indonesian democracy from the June 
1999 popular elections through the October general 
session of the MPR. 
 
The Aim of Study 
 
This paper investigates the relationship between 
elections and democratic development in Indonesia 
after the fall of Soeharto. 
 
Method 
This study is qualitative, especially based on the 
library research. The first step is to identify the 
history of the presidential and parliamentary elections 
since post President Soeharto in 1999 to President 
Jokowi. The next step is to analyse the relationship 
between elections and democratic development in 
Indonesia. 
 
Result and Discussion 
In 1997, the political crisis hits Indonesia. Then 
President Soeharto brought down from presidency 
after 32 year in power. Purwanto in his research states 
that Soeharto resigned from presidency to avoid 
further bloodshed (Purwanto, 2012:88). In late 1998, 
President Habibie revised the three main political 
laws enacted in 1985, i.e. the Law on General 
Election, the Law of the Republic of Indonesia on 
Political Parties, and the Parliamentary Law. There 
are two drafts. One draft revised by a team of 
researchers from LIPI (Lembaga Ilmu Pengetahuan 
Indonesia/ the Indonesian Institute of Sciences). The 
second draft revised by a team of experts from the 
Ministry of Interior. Then, all the drafts submitted to 
the DPR. In revising this draft, not only team 
researchers from LIPI and the ministry but several 
non-government organizations (NGOs) also gave 
contribution in their own versions of the laws. Under 
President Habibie, the reformation era begun. Public, 
social scientists, scholars and political participation 
participated under the free atmosphere to revise these 
new laws. They played a significant role for the first 
time since the early 1960s to design the institutional 
structure of the political system. Finally, all the inputs 
from the submitted proposals were collected by the 
DPR. Concerning the electoral system, DPR enacted 
the new election law as the Republic of Indonesia’s 
Law No.3 of 1999 on General Election. Moreover, 
the DPR enacted two other related laws as addition to 
the new election law namely Law No.2 of 1999 on 
Political Parties and Law No.4 of 1999 on the 
Structure and Composition of the People’s 

Consultative Assembly (Assembly) and the People’s 
Representative Body (House). 
 
Persson and Tabellini in their research said that “the 
introduction of the direct election of the district 
government constitutes a change in the form of 
government, from a parliamentarian to a presidential 
system” (Persson and Tabellini, 2004). There are 
three layers of the Indonesian administrative structure 
namely, the central government, the provinces and 
the districts.For the provision of local public goods 
will be done under responsible of the district 
administration. The district administration is divided 
into a DPRD (a district parliament) and a district 
government (a district head and a vice). Since 1999, 
citizens have elected the district parliament. The 
district head is appointed by the district parliament 
until 2004. Thus, a law shifting the power to elect the 
district head from the local parliaments to the local 
electorates is passed by the central government in 
2004. Then, the selection mechanism of district heads 
(and vices) are modified by Law 32/2004 by 
requiring that citizens vote for them.  
 
The first post-soeharto’s election in 1999, Indonesia 
had a different system to select the president. In the 
1999 legislative election, for the People’s 
Representative Council (DPR), PDI-P secured the 
largest number of seats. For the People’s Concultative 
Assembly (MPR), PDIP-P became the largest faction. 
The legislative body responsible for electing the 
president. Megawati is a leader of PDI-P won and 
become president nearly three years. In 2004, 
Megawati got lost the popularity of Susilo Bambang 
Yudhoyhono. Yudhoyono was successful in winning 
the first direct presidential election in 2004. He 
convinced Indonesian citizens through his Partai 
Demokrat that he could hand him the presidency and 
answered the country needed. 

Table 3. Summary of the 5 July and 20 
September 2004 Indonesian election results 

 
Source: Ananta, Arifin & Suryadinata, 2005: 87-
83,107. 
Yudhoyono beat Megawati again in the presidential 
election 2009 to secure his second term. In the 
legislative elections, Partai Demokrat secured 60 
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percent of the votes. This was the second direct 
election for the Indonesian. In both the Presidential 
election 2004 and 2009, when Megawati lost the 
presidential race, she and her party chose an 
opposition party and not to join Yudhoyhono’s 
government.  
 
Table 4. Summary of the 8 July 2009 Indonesian 
presidential election results 

 
Source: Pramono, 2009; Pasandaran, 2009 

 
In 2014, in the president election,Indonesian citizens 
chose to leave Partai Demokrat to an opposition 
party. There are two candidates for the presidential 
election on July 9,2014 namely 1) Prabowo Subianto 
and Hatta Rajasa, and 2) Joko Widodo and Jusuf 
Kalla. Table 5 shows political parties supporters and 
the presidential candidates. There are seven political 
parties that supported Prabowo Subianto and Hatta 
Rajasa namely Gerindra, PAN, Golkar, PKS, PPP, 
PBB, and Demokrat. There are five political parties 
that supported Joko “Jokowi” Widodo and Jusuf 
Kalla, namely PDIP, Nasdem, PKB, Hanura and 
PKPI. 
 
Table 5. President and Vice President in the 
Presidential Election in 2014 

 
Source: Abdillah, Leon A. 2014: 501 

The above table shows that the Indonesian 
Democratic Party of Struggle (PDIP-P) became the 
leading party.  
 

Figure 1. Political Parties in the 2014 Elections 

 
The figure above shows the political parties that 
participated in the 2014 elections. Joko Widodo as 
the president candidate of PDI-P secured 19+ percent 
of the votes. Dahl in his research said that free, fair 
and periodic elections are required in democracy 
process (Dahl, 2001:132). Political equality is needed 
in a democratic country. Indonesian citizens have the 
same opportunity in voting for all votes during the 
elections process.  
 
Figure 2. Citizens Participation in the 2014 Elections 

 
 
The figure above shows the people selected the chief 
decision makers in a government. There are 
competitive, periodic, inclusive, definitive elections 
in the elections process. These are indicators of 
democratic elections. There is a glimmer of hope in 
Indonesia’s elections because citizens supported the 
direct elections.  
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Democracy in Indonesia has taken another step 
forward with the direct election to the Indonesian 
presidency and the People's Representative Body.A 
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more comprehensive approach to understand the 
direct election in Indonesia today does exist. This 
paper shows that direct elections have affected 
democracy in Indonesia. Through the direct elections 
where Indonesian turned out since 1999 for the first 
post-Suharto democratic election, Indonesian citizens 
have eagerness and determination to take part in 
deciding the course of their country.  
 
REFERENCES 
 
[1] Abdillah, Leon Abdillah.. Indonesian’s Presidential Social 

Media Campaigns. Paper. Palembang: Seminar Nasional 
Sistem Infromasi Indonesia. 2014. 22 September. 

[2]  Ananta, Aris, Evi Nurvidya Arifin & Leo Suryadinata. 
Emerging Democracy in Indonesia. Singapore: Institute of 
Southeast Asian Studies. ISBN 978-981-230-322-6. 2005. 

[3]    Clinton,H. “America’s Pacific Century.” Foreign Policy. 
Vol.189. 2011. pp.56-63. 

[4] Dahl, Robert A. Perihal Demokrasi-Menjelajah Teori dan 
Praktek Demokrasi Secara Singkat. (Regarding Democracy-
Briefly Exploring the Theory and Practices of Democracy). 
Jakarta: Yayasan Obor Indonesia. 2001. 

[5] Feith, Herbert. The Decline of Constitutional Democracy in 
Indonesia.Cornel University Press, USA: Ithaca.1962. 

[6] Hefner,Robert W. Civil Islam: Muslims and 
Democratization in Indonesia.New Jersey, USA: Princeton 
University Press.2000. 

[7] Pasandaran, Camelia. Final Election Results Confirm 
Victory For SBY-Boediono, But Protests Linger. Jakarta 
Globe. Retrieved 13 August 2015. 2009. 

[8] Persson,T., and G.Tabellini. “Constitutions and Economic 
Policy.” Journal of  Economic Perspectives. 18(1). 2004. 
Pp. 75-98. 

[9] Pramono. Sebanyak 23 Partai Dukung Pendaftaran SBY-
Boediono. Tempo. Retrieved 14 August 2015. 2009. 

[10] Purwanto, Sugeng. “The Mysterious Fall of Soeharto: A 
Genre Analysis of Richard Mann’s Plots and Schemes that 
Brought Down Soeharto (PSBDS).” Excellence in Higher 
Education. 3. 2012. Pp 88-94. 

[11] Ruland, J. “Indonesia,in: Nohlen,D./ Grotz,F./ Hartman, C. 
(eds.).” Elections in Asia and the Pacifif: A Data Handbook. 
Vol.II. Oxford. 2001. Pp. 83-128. 

[12] Truman, EM. The G-20 and International Financial 
Instittution Governance. Peterson Institute for International 
Economics. 2010. 

[13] Ufen, Andreas. Political Parties in Post-Suharot Indonesia: 
Between Politik Aliran and ‘Philippinisation’. Working 
Papers. German: German Institute of Global and Area 
Studies. 2006. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


